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Town Board Meeting
Minutes
February 13, 2023


I.
Call to Order
7:00 PM Meeting called to order on February 13, 2023 at Town Hall Auditorium, 3265 Creek Rd., Youngstown, NY.

	Attendee Name
	Organization
	Title
	Status
	Arrived

	J. Duffy Johnston
	Town of Porter
	Supervisor
	Present
	

	Jeff Baker
	Town of Porter
	Deputy Supervisor
	Present
	

	Larry White
	Town of Porter
	Councilman
	Present
	

	Tim Adamson
	Town of Porter
	Councilman
	Present
	

	Jipp Ortiz
	Town of Porter
	Councilman
	Present
	

	Kara Hibbard
	Town of Porter
	Town Clerk
	Present
	

	Kimberli Boyer
	Town of Porter
	Bookkeeper
	Present
	

	Elaine Porto
	Town of Porter
	Deputy Town Clerk
	Present
	

	Dave Burmaster
	Town of Porter
	Highway Superintendent
	Present
	

	Mike Dowd
	Town of Porter
	Town Attorney
	Present
	

	Peter Jeffery
	Town of Porter
	Code Enforcement Officer
	Present
	


II.
Resolution/Reports
III.
Resolutions
1.
Resolution 2023-27

Public Hearing Regarding Byrce's Law

This public hearing held on February 13th, 2023 at 7:00 PM is to hear all interested parties and citizens for or against the adoption of Local Law #1 of 2023.  The proposed Local Law would amend the Town Code Chapter 145 "Sewers" to provide minimum standards required by Section 2858 of the New York State public Authorities Law or "Bryce's Law" related to the installation and maintenance of grease traps and interceptors at food establishments.  A copy of the proposed text of the law is on file in the Town Clerk's office where it may be examined during normal business hours. 
Public Hearing was closed on 7:05 PM with no one from the public wishing to respond.
Resolution to adopt this Local Law will be on the agenda at next month's meeting.
Roll call: Supervisor Johnston, yes; Deputy Supervisor Baker, yes; Councilman White, yes; Councilman Adamson, yes; Councilman Ortiz, yes
RESULT:
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Jeff Baker, Deputy Supervisor
SECONDER:
Tim Adamson, Councilman

AYES:
Johnston, Baker, White, Adamson, Ortiz

2.
Resolution 2023-32

Public Hearing to Amend Chapter 70 Bldg. Code Admin and Enforcement of the Code of the Town of Porter

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON A PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF PORTER
LEGAL NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of the Town of Porter will hold a public hearing at the Town Hall, 3265 Creek Road, Youngstown, NY 14174, town of Porter on the 13th day of February 2023 at 7:00 pm. to hear all interested parties and citizens for or against the adoption of Local Law 2 of 2023. The proposed Local law would amend the Code of the Town of Porter Chapter 70 Building Code Administration and Enforcement required, pursuant to the statutory authority of Executive Law § 381(1),  § 382 and the Energy Law § 11-107, and further established by the Department of State Title 19, 19 NYCRR part 1203 .
A copy of the proposed text of the law is on file in the Town Clerk’s office where it may be examined during normal business hours.
The Public hearing was closed at 7:13 PM with no response from the audience, and will move forward at next month’s meeting.
Roll call: Supervisor Johnston, yes; Deputy Supervisor Baker, yes; Councilman White, yes; Councilman Adamson, yes; Councilman Ortiz, yes
RESULT:
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tim Adamson, Councilman
SECONDER:
Jeff Baker, Deputy Supervisor

AYES:
Johnston, Baker, White, Adamson, Ortiz

3.
Resolution 2023-30

Niagara County 2022 Hazard Mitigation Plan

NIAGARA COUNTY 2022 HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN
Town of Porter
3265 Creek Road
Youngstown, NY 14174
(716) 745-3730
WHEREAS, the Town of Porter, with the assistance from Niagara County Department of Emergency Services, has gathered information and prepared the 2022 Niagara County Hazard Mitigation Plan; and
WHEREAS, the 2022 Niagara County Hazard Mitigation Plan has been prepared in accordance with the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000; and
WHEREAS, the Town of Porter is a local unit of government that has afforded the citizens an opportunity to comment and provide input in the Plan and the actions in the plan; and
WHEREAS, the Town of Porter has reviewed the Plan and affirms that the Plan will be updated no less than every five years.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Porter Town Board that the Town of Porter, NY adopts the 2022 Niagara County Hazard Mitigation Plan as this jurisdiction’s Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan, and resolves to execute the actions of the plan.
ADOPTED this 13th day of February, 2023 at the meeting of the Porter Town Board.
_______________________________________
Supervisor J. Duffy Johnston
_______________________________________
Town Clerk Kara Hibbard
RESULT:
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Jeff Baker, Deputy Supervisor
SECONDER:
Larry White, Councilman

AYES:
Johnston, Baker, White, Adamson, Ortiz

4.
Resolution 2023-29

Sign for Town Hall

Board approval needed to put out for public bid a Town of Porter sign which would consist of furnishings and installation of a LED message center at the Town of Porter Town Hall.
RESULT:
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Larry White, Councilman
SECONDER:
Jeff Baker, Deputy Supervisor

AYES:
Johnston, Baker, White, Adamson, Ortiz

5.
Resolution 2023-31

Over 65 Low Income Exemption

RE: Sliding scale income amounts for aged exemption
“The Niagara County Legislature has increased the income levels for the real property tax exemption for persons sixty-five years of age or older from a base of $21,000-$28,499.99 to $26,200-$33,700. Their previous increase was made in 2016. The Town of Porter income level has not changed since 2010. The current income level base for the Town of Porter is $18,025-$25,524.99.
The time seems appropriate to reconsider these limits. I recommend changing the Town income level to the previous County base level of $21,000-$28,499.99. If you change these limits now, they would be in effect for applications received by March 1, 2023 for the 2023 Assessment Roll and applicable to the next tax roll (2024).” Lena D. Villella, Assessor
	Requested sliding scale:              Percent of exemption is:
	 

	Less than $21,000
	50%

	$21,000 to $21,999.99
	45%

	$22,000 to $22,999.99
	40%

	$23,000 to $23,999.99
	35%

	$24,000 to $24,899.99
	30%

	$24,900 to $25,799.99
	25%

	$25,800 to $26,699.99
	20%

	$26,700 to $27,599.99
	15%

	$27,600 to $28,499.99
	10%


Resolution authorizing the raising of these exemptions to the numbers listed above. They would be in effect for the next tax roll year (2024) and applicable to applications received by March 1, 2023, for the 2023 Assessment Roll.
RESULT:
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Larry White, Councilman
SECONDER:
Tim Adamson, Councilman

AYES:
Johnston, Baker, White, Adamson, Ortiz

6.
Resolution 2023-28

Paul Beatty Jr, 5K Run

St Patrick's Rock'n 5K
March 4, 2023 10:00am Start
We are planning to host the 5th Annual St. Patrick's Rock'n 5k using the original course from 2019  We switched it to a virtual event in 2020 at the onset of Covid and held it inside Fort Niagara State Park last year. We have received permission from the Village of Youngstown and will be working with Pat Stack from Somewhere Restaurant and the Village of Youngstown Police & Fire Department. The entire route is in the Village and Town of Porter. As in the past, we hope to raise money for the Youngstown Volunteer Fire Company!
Paul would like the approval of the Town Board
RESULT:
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tim Adamson, Councilman
SECONDER:
Larry White, Councilman

AYES:
Johnston, Baker, White, Adamson, Ortiz

7.
Resolution 2023-24

Minutes Approval

Resolution to approve the minutes from the January 9, 2023 Town Board meeting.
RESULT:
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Jeff Baker, Deputy Supervisor
SECONDER:
Larry White, Councilman

AYES:
Johnston, Baker, White, Adamson, Ortiz

8.
Resolution 2023-25

Audited Vouchers

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOWN OF PORTER
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	WARRANT:  
	POST AUDIT #1A
	1/31/23
	

	
	
	
	
	

	FUND 
	01
	
	52,293.57 
	
	

	FUND 
	02
	
	10,987.26 
	
	

	FUND 
	04
	
	43,392.28 
	
	

	FUND 
	06
	
	15,561.30 
	
	

	FUND 
	07
	
	27,237.56 
	
	

	FUND 
	10
	
	0.00 
	
	

	FUND 
	11
	
	28,117.63 
	
	

	FUND 
	35
	
	0.00 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	177,589.60 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	VOUCHER 'S   
	31138
	THRU
	31172
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	WARRANT:  
	
	
	

	
	
	POST AUDIT #2 FEB 2023
	2/10/23
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	FUND 
	01
	
	31,762.84 
	
	

	FUND 
	02
	
	82,101.78 
	
	

	FUND 
	04
	
	155,432.51 
	
	

	FUND 
	06
	
	8,069.92 
	
	

	FUND 
	07
	
	2,126.31 
	
	

	FUND 
	10
	
	926.69 
	
	

	FUND 
	11
	
	27,223.22 
	
	

	FUND 
	20
	
	261,000.00 
	
	

	FUND 
	21
	
	192,778.00 
	
	

	FUND 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	761,421.27 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	VOUCHER 'S   
	31173
	THRU    
	31288
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	TOTAL
	939,010.87 
	 
	


Resolution to approve the vouchers as audited by the Porter Town Board
Roll call: Supervisor Johnston, yes; Deputy Supervisor Baker, yes; Councilman White, yes; Councilman Adamson, yes; Councilman Ortiz, yes
RESULT:
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Larry White, Councilman
SECONDER:
Tim Adamson, Councilman

AYES:
Johnston, Baker, White, Adamson, Ortiz

9.
Resolution 2023-26

Acceptance of Supervisor's Report

Resolution to accept the Supervisor's report from the January 9, 2023 Town Board meeting.
RESULT:
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Larry White, Councilman
SECONDER:
Tim Adamson, Councilman

AYES:
Johnston, Baker, White, Adamson, Ortiz

10.
Resolution 2023-33

Resolution to Increase Sewer Rates for 2023

Current Sewer rates:
Village of Youngstown

$0.65 per thousand
Fort Niagara State Park

$5.25 per thousand
Town of Porter


0-7,000 gallons  -  $40.25




Over 7,000
 -  $5.75 per thousand

New rates:
Village of Youngstown

$1.06 per thousand
Fort Niagara State Park

$4.66 per thousand
Town of Porter


0-7,000 gallons
 -   $48.16




Over 7,000         -   $6.88 per thousand

Resolution needed to increase sewer rates.
RESULT:
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tim Adamson, Councilman
SECONDER:
Larry White, Councilman

AYES:
Johnston, Baker, White, Adamson, Ortiz

IV.
Reports
1.
Report 2023-12

Supervisor's Report

1-17 We hosted the Niagara Greenway meeting.
1-17 Met with Chuck Eaton, Congressman Higgins Chief of Staff
1-19 Had Niagara County Water Board Meeting
1-23 Met with Wendel on the waterline project
1-26 Attended the Niagara Business Chamber meeting.
1-30 Met with Alexander, Going for Eagle scout badge.
2-7   Met with Chris and Connor from Higgins local office
2-9 Met with Sheriff Filicetti
RESULT:
REPORT ISSUED
2.
Report 2023-13

Bookkeeper

Completed processing all January 2023 Vouchers & Journal Entries.
Prepared Supervisor’s Monthly Report for January 2023 and distributed it to the Supervisor & Town Board members.
Completed all bi-weekly & monthly payrolls.
Completed check registers for all check payments.
Completed bank recs for the month of January and they balanced.
RESULT:
REPORT ISSUED
3.
Report 2023-14

Town Clerk

Clerk Fees - $446.28
Water -$ 31,880.96
Sewer - $17,558.59
Per Warrant -Wrote check to Town for $1,861,750.64 
At time of publication Town tax is  86.60% collected , with 428 parcels unpaid. 
Clerks dept collects county tax until 03/31/2023. 
RESULT:
REPORT ISSUED
4.
Report 2023-15

Assessor

·
Continued processing completed building permits into RPSV4
·
Processed property transfers for Town and Village, notified appropriate officials
·
Notified appropriate officials of changes in ownership, mailing addresses, etc
·
Selah and Lena attended the Niagara County Assessors Assn meeting in Cambria
·
The online property record search system has changed.  The Town of Porter now uses PROS (Property Record Online System).  The link is on the Assessment Department page
·
We continue to complete and value open building permits for the 2023 Roll
·
We continue to accept applications from property owners for the Agricultural Exemption, the Aged - Low Income Sr. Exemption, the Disability with Limited Income Exemption, Clergy and Wholly Exemptions.  Renewal applications and new applications are due March 1, 2023
·
The Niagara County Legislature passed increases to their sliding scale income limits for the Low Income Senior Exemption and the Disability with Low Income Exemption programs.  The new income limits are effective with the 2023 Assessment Roll
·
Just a reminder for seniors (65 and older):  You may be eligible for senior citizen tax exemptions.  You have until March 1, 2023 to apply for such exemptions.  For more information, please call the assessment department at 716-745-3730 ext. 4  
Sales of note, which will affect our equalization rate going forward:__________
975 Meadow Dr
AV $89,000
Sale Price $230,000
3604 Creek Rd
AV $80,000
Sale Price $100,000
2365 Youngstown-Wilson Rd
AV $80,900
Sale Price $170,000
3135 Ransomville Rd
AV $110,100
Sale Price $240,000
RESULT:
REPORT ISSUED
5.
Report 2023-16

Highway

Highway
1.
Completed taking wreaths down for winter.
2.
Picked up brush from windstorm also Christmas trees.
3.
Patching potholes
4.
Serviced roadside + ditch mowers.
5.
Lardon Completed grinding brush pile.
6.
Salted + plowed 10 times.
Water + Sewer
1.
Completed water meter reading for the quarter.
2.
Completed servicing lift stations.
3.
Turned Church Street pit off do to broken check valve.
4.
Went to Swain Rd. left station high wet well.
Drainage
1.
Took boom tractor to S & S to fix gear shifter.
Porter on the Lake
1.
Thank you to Lewiston Porter School students for cleaning brush at the park for their School Community Service Program.  They did a Great Job!
RESULT:
REPORT ISSUED
6.
Report 2023-17

Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer

¨
Reviewed and issued ten (3) Building Permits for the month of January.
¨
Received, Inspected, and followed up on one (1) New formal Complaint/Violations
¨
Completed eighteen (18) inspections for Permits & Complaints compliance.
¨
Coordinated/Reviewed Planning and Zoning Board applications and Documentation. 
¨
Prepared information and participated in the regular Planning Board meeting on 
January 5, 2022.
¨
Prepared information and participated in the schedule Zoning Board meeting for 
January 26, 2022. 
¨
Attended Town of Porter Justice Court for pending Zoning enforcement cases.
¨
Attended Justice court for the Freck case in the Town of Niagara court system with attorney Dowd.
¨
Prepared LL2 of 2023 - Chapter 70, Building Code Administration and Enforcement in the Code of the Town of Porter, For Town Board consideration, in compliance with the NYSDOS regulations.
¨
Prepared and filed the 2022 Year End Code Enforcement Report in compliance with NYSDOS requirements.
¨
Attended and successfully completed the NYSDOS required, 24 hours of annual training to maintain Code Enforcement Certification in NYS, for 2023.
RESULT:
REPORT ISSUED
7.
Report 2023-18

Recreation

·
Story Hour is held at the Youngstown Library on Tuesdays and the Ransomville Library on Wednesdays, at 9:30am and 11:00am.
·
Yoga is held every week at the Youngstown Village Center (Red Brick).  The classes are free and open to the public.   The schedule is:

Tuesdays at 9:30am - Chair Yoga
  
Tuesdays at 6:30pm - All Level Yoga

Wednesdays at 6:30pm - Gentle Yoga
·
All paperwork has been submitted to the Niagara County Youth Bureau to complete the 2022 grants, and applications have been filed for 2023 funding.
·
Planning is underway for the Summer Recreation Program to be held again at the Ransomville Free Methodist Church, from July 5th - August 10th.
·
Our next meeting is Monday, March 6, 2023 at 6:00pm at Town Hall.
RESULT:
REPORT ISSUED
8.
Report 2023-19

Calendar of Events

2-23-23

Zoning Board of Appeals monthly meeting at 7:00 PM
3-2-23

Planning Board monthly meeting at 7:00 PM
3-6-23

Recreation monthly meeting at 6:00 PM
3-13-23

Town Board monthly meeting at 7:00 PM
RESULT:
REPORT ISSUED
9.
Report 2023-20

Public Comments

Bob Emerson from Fort Niagara thanked the Town of Porter Board for their donation to the fort. Visitation has slowed since Covid 19 and was very appreciative.
Peter Jeffrey was looking for input on support for short term rentals in the future. Councilman White and Councilman Adamson volunteered to assist Peter with this. 
Town of Porter Park Committee would like to replace trees at Porter on the Lake that assists with Clean Energy and grant process. The Town will assist with plaques for the trees.
RESULT:
REPORT ISSUED
10.
Report 2023-21

Town Board Comments

Motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:40 PM was made by Councilman Adamson and seconded by Deputy Supervisor Baker.
RESULT:
REPORT ISSUED
Town of Porter
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