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Town Board Meeting
Minutes
January 8, 2024


I.
Call to Order
7:00 PM Meeting called to order on January 8, 2024 at Town Hall Auditorium, 3265 Creek Rd., Youngstown, NY.

	Attendee Name
	Organization
	Title
	Status
	Arrived

	J. Duffy Johnston
	Town of Porter
	Supervisor
	Present
	

	Jeff Baker
	Town of Porter
	Deputy Supervisor
	Present
	

	Larry White
	Town of Porter
	Councilman
	Present
	

	Tim Adamson
	Town of Porter
	Councilman
	Present
	

	Jipp Ortiz
	Town of Porter
	Councilman
	Present
	

	Kara Hibbard
	Town of Porter
	Town Clerk
	Present
	

	Elaine Porto
	Town of Porter
	Deputy Town Clerk
	Present
	

	Kimberli Boyer
	Town of Porter
	Bookkeeper
	Present
	

	Dave Burmaster
	Town of Porter
	Highway Superintendent
	Present
	

	Mike Dowd
	Town of Porter
	Town Attorney
	Present
	

	Peter Jeffery
	Town of Porter
	Code Enforcement Officer
	Present
	

	Selah Dell
	Town of Porter
	
	Present
	


II.
Resolutions/Reports
III.
Resolutions
1.
Resolution 2024-21

Minutes Approval

Resolution to accept the minutes from the December 13 and 27, 2023 Town Board Meeting and also the minutes from the January 3, 2024 Town Board Organizational meeting.
RESULT:
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Jeff Baker, Deputy Supervisor
SECONDER:
Larry White, Councilman

AYES:
Johnston, Baker, White, Adamson, Ortiz

2.
Resolution 2024-22

Audited Vouchers

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOWN OF PORTER
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	WARRANT:  
	POST AUDIT #1
	1/4/24
	

	
	
	
	
	

	FUND 
	01
	
	227,318.56 
	
	

	FUND 
	02
	
	50,513.38 
	
	

	FUND 
	04
	
	15,793.69 
	
	

	FUND 
	06
	
	33,840.69 
	
	

	FUND 
	07
	
	1,515.01 
	
	

	FUND 
	10
	
	750.00 
	
	

	FUND 
	28
	
	27,126.83 
	
	

	FUND 
	35
	
	0.00 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	356,858.16 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	VOUCHER 'S   
	32363
	THRU
	32432
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	TOTAL
	356,858.16   
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Resolution to approve the vouchers for a total of $356,858.16 as audited by the Porter Town Board.
RESULT:
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tim Adamson, Councilman
SECONDER:
Jeff Baker, Deputy Supervisor

AYES:
Johnston, Baker, White, Adamson, Ortiz

3.
Resolution 2024-23

Acceptance of Supervisor's Report

Resolution to accept the supervisor's report from the December 13, 2024 Town Board meeting.
RESULT:
ADOPTED AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Jipp Ortiz, Councilman
SECONDER:
Larry White, Councilman

AYES:
Johnston, Baker, White, Adamson, Ortiz

IV.
Reports
1.
Report 2024-1

Supervisor's Report

12-13 Went to the Upward Niagara Chamber breakfast/meeting
12-15 Attended Climate smart zoom meeting
12-27 Year end meeting
1-3 Met with Border Patrol agents Waikel and Eiser
1-3 Organization meeting
1-4 Completed a report for Greenway
1-4 Met with Mr. Dowd for the sewer pump stations.
Started working on Summerfest Sponsors and Vendors
RESULT:
REPORT ISSUED
2.
Report 2024-2

Bookkeeper

Completed processing all December 2023 Vouchers & Journal Entries.
Prepared Supervisor’s Monthly Report for December 2023 and distributed it to the Supervisor & Town Board members.
Completed all bi-weekly & monthly payrolls.
Completed check registers for all check payments.
Completed bank recs for the month of December and they balanced.
Completed all 2023 Budget Adjustments approved by the Town Board at the end of year meeting.
RESULT:
REPORT ISSUED
3.
Report 2024-3

Town Clerk

December 2023 amounts:
Water = $26,079.81
Sewer = $3354.98
Clerk Fees = $480.87
RESULT:
REPORT ISSUED
4.
Report 2024-4

Assessor

Monthly Assessor’s Report
December 2023
·
Updated the real property system for changes due to building permits
·
Notified appropriate officials of changes in ownership, mailing addresses, etc
·
Mailed renewal applications to property owners who received the Agricultural Exemption, the Aged - Low Income Sr. Exemption, the Disability with Limited Income Exemption, and Wholly Exemptions on the 2023 assessment roll.  Exemption renewal applications are due by March 1, 2024
·
Attended the December 11 work session to discuss a town wide revaluation
·
Continued to process open building permits for changes to the 2024 roll
Sales of note, which will affect our equalization rate going forward:__________
615 Lockport St
AV $78,900
Sale Price: $233,000
464 Lockport St
AV $99,000
Sale Price: $285,000
951 River Rd
AV $166,400
Sale Price:  $330,000
3911 River Rd
AV $285,000
Sale Price:  $622,000
1069 Lockport Rd
AV $105,500
Sale Price:  $265,000
RESULT:
REPORT ISSUED
5.
Report 2024-5

Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer

¨
Reviewed and issued nine (9) Building Permits for the month of December.
¨
Issued ten (10) Registration Certificates for Short Term Rental Homes (STRH).
¨
Received, Inspected, and followed up on one (1) New formal Complaint/Violations
¨
Completed eighteen (18) inspections for Permits & Complaints compliance.
¨
Coordinated/Reviewed Planning and Zoning Board applications and Documentation. 
¨
Participated in Town of Porter Justice Court for pending Zoning enforcement cases.
¨
Continued Work on an “Abatement Plan” for Freck property & Buttery Property. Also prepared an RFP on the Abatement plan for Marinelli - submitted last month.
¨
Continued compiling data for year-end reports to NYSDOS.
¨
A detailed Annual Permit/Complain/Project report will be provided to each of the Town Board members’ Mail Boxes for your reference.
RESULT:
REPORT ISSUED
6.
Report 2024-6

Highway

HIGHWAY
1.PICKED UP BRUSH WITH DUMP TRAILER FROM WINDSTORM.
2.SERVICED HYDROLIC PUMPS ON ZERO TURN MOWERS.
3.RECALULATED SALT SPREADER HEADS.
4.TRUCK #11 TO S&S AUTO FOR A TRANSMISSION COOLANT TANK.
5.PICKED UP TIRES ON BALMER RD.
6.SEWER JETTED A PLUGED YARD CULVERT ON BLAIRVILLE RD TO GET RID OF HIGH WATER.
7.SALTED AND PLOWED 4 TIMES.
8.PATROLED RDS 7 TIMES
WATER/SEWER
1.COMPLETED WATER METER READING FOR THE QUARTER.
2.COMPLETED SERVICING SEWER STATIONS.
3.COMPLETED I&I FOR THE MONTH.
4.FINISHED SERVICING FIRE HYDRANTS FO THE WINTER.
DRAINAGE
1.GROUND TO SOFT TO CLEN DEBRI AND TREES OUT OF CREEKS.
PARK
1.PUT NEW DOORS IN BATHROOMS AT PARK TO CREATE SECURE STORAGE ROOMS.
RESULT:
REPORT ISSUED
7.
Report 2024-7

Recreation

Did not receive a report.
Supervisor Johnston received a recommendation from the recreation committee to hire Karen Notte as Assistant  Story hour director starting on Tuesday, January 16, 2024.
Motion was made by Councilman Adamson and seconded by Deputy Supervisor Baker to hire Karen Notte for the position of Assistant Story hour director.
Roll call: Supervisor Johnston, yes; Deputy Supervisor Baker, yes; Councilman White, yes; Councilman Adamson, yes; Councilman Ortiz, yes
RESULT:
REPORT ISSUED
8.
Report 2024-8

Calendar of Events

1-25-24

-
Zoning Board monthly meeting
2-1-24

-
Planning Board monthly meeting
2-12-24

-
Town Board monthly meeting
Town Hall will be closed on January 15, 2024 in honor of Martin Luther King.
RESULT:
REPORT ISSUED
9.
Report 2024-9

Public Comments

.
RESULT:
REPORT ISSUED
10.
Report 2024-10

Town Board Comments

Code Enforcer Jefferys talked about  a Collingwood Phase 2 subdivision that is going to be abandoned thru Niagara Couuty.  In conjunction with the abandonment of the Phase 2 subdivision, the Town would like to abandon a portion of it's right of way that is 33" wide X 109.18' long, situated between 422 Andre Pl and vacant land owned by the Savards.  It was offered to Mr, Vanstrom but he declined.
Attorney Dowd stated that the Board needs to adopt a resolution, Highway Law 12A, authorizing Supervisor Johnston to sign the deed  once he has prepared it. He claims it is a piece of Land that the Town does not want and is a liability for the Town on land that will never be developed.
Councilman Ortiz made a motion to have supervisor Johnston sign the deed when attorney Dowd prepares it and Deputy Supervisor Baker seconded it.
Roll call: Supervisor Johnston, yes; Deputy Supervisor Baker, yes; Councilman White, yes; Councilman Adamson, yes; Councilman Ortiz, yes
Supervisor Johnston said that he received a phone call from Jonathan Schultz regarding the eclipse on April 8, 2024 and he was asking if the Town was going to do anything about it and Duffy said No.  Duffy did mention putting barricades up on Dietz road if necessary.
Motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:27 PM was made by Councilman Ortiz and seconded by Councilman Adamson.
RESULT:
REPORT ISSUED
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